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Reports from NYSSA Annual Forum
In April, I attended the
NYSSA Forum in Syracuse along with 6 other
HSF board members. I
attended the following
seminars.
At the OPRHP seminar
we learned that New
York State didn't take a
million dollars from the
trail grant money. Also
found out about the updates on Phase I,II, and
III for the trail grant
money. I also attended
the Automated Work logs
seminar to better understand the computer
part of trail grant procedure. I also attended the
Insurance and Liability
seminars where we
obtained information on
what protection the club
should be considering. Had great food with
great club members and
conversed with other
clubs across the state.
Recommendations for
summer storage of your
sleds.
1. Clean sled of all mud
and salt.
2. Grease fittings
3, /Raise track off the
floor and ground and back
off tension
4. Remove drive belt
5. Fog engine
6. Cover machine but
not with plastic.
By Tom Francis VP

I recently went to the annual NYSSA meeting and went
to several seminars.
One of the seminars was about Groomer maintenance,
some of the things that were talked about was that the
groomers should have spare fuel filters, ATF oil, oil,
coolant, diesel 911 and a track repair kit on each machine we own. Some other things talked about was how
we should raise and loosen the tracks on our groomers,
paint all of the fuel bleeders, and if the club could spare
the expense put a camera on the drag or on the back of
the machine to be able to observe what is going on behind us when we are grooming it would help with operating the machine a little safer.
Another seminar I went to was trail signage. I learned
a little more information than from the first trail signage class that the trail bosses and others went to at the
Elks club awhile back. For me going to this meeting
allowed me to get some more insight on how we as a
club, operate and to continuously improve on how we go
about running this club and to better the experience for
everyone that rides our trail system.
By Fred Bradshaw
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Upcoming Events
 Work detail 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of every
month at the south
groomer Barn 6pm-9pm
Dan Gurbacki 469-6789
 Hamlin Fireman’s Parade
July 23rd
Sharon Colby 734-0512
 Hilton Fireman’s Parade
July 29th
Sharon Colby 734-0512
 Adopt A Highway Detail
August 22nd 8am
John Pera 755-8658
 Hilton Applefest October
2nd & 3rd
Peter D’Orazio 733-8629
 Hilton Sno-Flyers 14th
Annual Snowshow and
Vintage Sleds November
14th at Doan Dodge
 Sleds of Stafford Vintage
Show September 19th at
BW’s in Pavillion
 Salmon Creek Vintage
Show and Chicken Barbecue October 16th at the
Brockport Elk’s Club
 BigEast Powersports
Show October 1st to 3rd
Syracuse, NY
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More from the Annual Forum
In April I also had the opportunity to attend the New York State Snowmobile Convention in Syracuse, NY. This is a 2
day event with seminars on Saturday, a formal sit down dinner Saturday night and the Annual meeting on Sunday.
This is the 5th year in a row that I have attended as a representative of the Hilton Sno-Flyers and each year I meet
some new interesting people along with learn more of what organized snowmobiling is about.
Of course I always attend the “membership” seminar. Each year they work on improving the online database’s user
friendliness. This year there are some small subtle changes that most users will not notice and will be able to continue doing there club joining online. As a club we are about 65% online verses me inputting them from a paper application. Our club is a little above normal from talking to other membership secretaries with regards to joining
online with the state average being 40% online and 60% paper application. I like to think that is because I have
shown you the way but more likely it is because Rochester is a tech smart area, regardless, it saves me some time if
you join online.
Here are some other interesting facts from the convention about the state. There are almost 70,000 members of
NYSSA and 131,000 snowmobiles registered. Monroe County has the 4th highest # of registrations by county with
5095. The Hilton Sno-Flyers are the 6th biggest club by memberships. There are over 17,000 out of state registrations
processed in NY, with almost ½ that number coming from Pennsylvania.
Not to make the annual convention sound like all work, we had a fabulous lunch and dinner on Saturday. Both
nights usually end with some refreshments of your choice and some general story telling. I encourage anyone that is
interested and active in the club to join in. This is a nice way to meet some people with similar interests.
By Jim Howard

Snowmobiling Year Round
I don’t know about the rest of you but I’m a year round snowmobiler. I guess the pleasure I get from riding stays
with me through the off season as well. I think about long range plans for trips or places I want to go. I remember
riding our trails on that first day (or last) they were open. I visit snowmobile websites in the summer. There are club
events, even in the summer that can keep the spirit alive. As I drive to work I pass several of our road crossings. The
sound my tires make as they cross the pavement with carbide scars brings me back to nights out riding, to Stones’ or
the Dakota, or to the Ridge House or…….wherever. Each ride can be a memory.
Our season is short. A lot of work and anticipation go into riding locally. This makes each day that our trails are
open even more precious. I think that most of us ride all we can, while we can. This year, our trails were open for less
than 15 days. I look at it this way- There are many sports that involve many hours of preparation for the brief time of
actually doing it. This is one of those sports.
We have all invested our time and money into this sport. It is said that you get out of something what you put into
it. I have become more involved with my snowmobile club as a way
to keep the sport alive for me even while I’m not out riding. There
are some benefits to being a board member and a trail boss. You can
do snowmobile related things even when there’s no snow. There is
some enjoyment in maintaining and marking a section of trail.
There is camaraderie in working with other enthusiasts on projects
or trails. There is pride of “ownership” of a section of trail. There is
satisfaction that you’ve contributed to the sport you love.
I started this article as a recap of the season. (what season?)
I’ve again fallen into my normal pattern of expounding the virtues
of the sport and our great local club, the Hilton Sno Flyers. I guess
I’m also trying to say that even without a lot of local riding, it’s been
a good year.
We’ll see all of you at the summer parades and the Applefest!
By Marty Sauer
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Groomer Report
Groomers:
Our 3 of groomers are in their summer storage place in the new south groomer barn. The PB-100 brush guard was
repaired thanks to Tim Henshaw. This past winter during its use, the PB – 100 brush guard was tested on a tree
branch. The guard worked and protected the machine as it should .Tim gave it a slight tune up and it’s back to its
original shape. While the use of the machines were limited this past season because of our disappointing snow fall ,
there is still some PM that needs to be completed on the machines. We have some minor clean up, some greasing as
well as some small repairs to complete on each machine.
The South Groomer Barn:
The new barn is starting to take shape. but still have a number of items yet to complete. The big garage door which is
14 ft by 16 ft is in need of repair or replacement. We had one of the local garage door companies complete a Pm on the
door and give us a list of what the door needs. We are hoping that there might still be someone in the club that works
on these doors that could help us out.
We have some vises that need to be mounted on the work benches, help organizing the hundreds of trail signs. We
have a couple windows to replace; we have a number of plumbing items that need to be completed. Tool pegboards to
mount.
Small garage door needs, a new seal on the bottom installed as well as some reinforcing.
Big Club trailer:
This is the trailer that we use to haul the groomers around with. This trailer needs a new deck installed on it. The
old deck was removed and now we need the trailer frame sand
blasted, and painted. The new deck would then be installed. Does
anyone know someone that could get the trailer frame sand
blasted for the club either for free or for the material costs? Wheel
bearing and seals need to checked, be re-packed or replaced if necessary. If you are interested in helping out or have contacts that
can help with labor or supplies, please let me know.
A number of us have been working at the New Groomer barn every
other Wednesday night. The next scheduled work night is 07/07.
We meet there around 6pm.If you are interested in helping out,
please let me know your schedules so we can maximize our help.
Most of the work details are in 2 - 4 hour increments and I supply
refreshments. Don’t be shy, there is plenty to do. All skill levels
are welcome.
Dan Gurbacki 469-6789

The 2010 Hilton Apple Fest will be
Saturday October 2nd ~ 10 AM - 5 PM
Sunday October 3rd ~ 10 AM - 4:30 PM
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Hilton Sno-Flyers
14th Annual Snow Show
Sunday, November 14th, 2010 10 am - 4pm
Doan Dodge Chrysler Jeep 4477 West Ridge Road

Between Elmgrove and Manitou on Rt 104
FREE ADMISSION
Trail Equipment and Groomers * Area Snowmobile Clubs
Area Dealers * Refreshments Available * Law Enforcement
Door Prizes * Raffles * DMV Vouchers * Membership Signups
Department of Motor Vehicles on site – Bring your registrations

**Back By Popular Demand**
SHOW OFF YOUR VINTAGE SLED
Indoor spaces for the first 50 sleds
’67 & older - Original, Restored & Modified
’68 through ’75 - Original, Restored & Modified
’76 through ’84 - Original, Restored & Modified

Trophies for all classes plus
Best of Show & People’s Choice
Contact Jim Howard to reserve your vintage spot!
snoflyers@gmail.com
315-663-5721
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2010/11 Meeting Schedule and Location
7:30 PM
FERRIS GOODRIDGE AMERICAN LEGION POST 330
691 TRIMMER ROAD
SPENCERPORT NEW YORK 14559
September 1st & 15th
November 17th
January 19th
March 16th
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Volunteers Needed: Your club is always looking for
help with the upcoming events listed on the first page.
Contact names and numbers are included with each
event, please call the event leader to get involved or
email snoflyers@gmail.com for more information.

October 6th & 20th
December 15th
February 16th
April 6th

We’re on the Web!
www.hiltonsnoflyers.com

Notes from the Editor: Looking for material for the
newsletter, pictures, for sale items, stories or
events. Send to snoflyers@gmail.com

Hilton Sno-Flyers Mission Statement
The Hilton Sno-Flyers are a 501c3 not for profit organization who’s goal is to promote safe and legal
snowmobiling in the western New York region through communication and education with its
membership.

Club Contact Info
Hilton SnoFlyers
PO Box 48
Hilton, NY 14468
585-234-0629
President: Rich Manley
585-494-2389
Vice President: Tom Francis
585-352-4758
Treasurer: John Miller
585-317-6289
Membership Secretary: Jim Howard
585-394-0875
Recording Secretary: Teresa Madau
Trail Coordinator: Mike Waeghe
Director: Dan Gurbacki
Director: Marty Sauer
Director: Robert Allen
Director: Robert Colby
Special Appointee: Peter D’Orazio
Past President: Jim Meyer

